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Kennedy Shoulders
The Blame

President Kennedy has assumed {ull
responsibility for American participa-
tion in the invasion of Cuba by refugees.
~ There is no other course he can take
under the c1rcumsta’nq }I‘o do other-
wise wouldnbe a pﬂ@l
‘there is a weak Prg»,s;d an t,he White
" House. : i 'f*'ﬁ‘*% -w‘ :

‘ The “efforts of'“fﬁme pefsons \\uth
Interior Secretary L‘Udall spearheadmg
the attack, to place the blame for the
failure on former President Eisenhower

; is little short of the familiar old custom
of seeking a scapegoat. .

If there is to be blame for this ill-
1 starred attempt to unseat Fidel Castro

be.JRESE. Mush ROIDt 1more, at. thigaCen:

tzalelpigdigance-4gency. than anywhere
) clse‘“’Tﬁxs is the ordamza‘hon which as-

sessed the situation in Cuba and which
rccommended the invasion. The weak:
ness in‘this situation. is that persons not
versed in military lorg are placed in a
position of advising or advoc‘s;mg action.

A- tactical decision should-Be. in -the:
hands of those trained in mllxtary oper-

—ations. . = ““ .

In the. face of demands that the dis-
mal f,;glnre be pro’bed President Ken-
. nedygshay stolen 2 i *on Congress.
- He hagginied a p5 gheided by Gen-
“erai- TaW68¢ formorlBRsE of staff, to
“begin one “phase soH¥MRinquiry while
' Attorney General Ke ¢ -will look into
other +&ibects. This ! -action takes the
-wind". 608 ; of, congressional,, sails since
there-is "gtlie left for Congregs 4o investi-
gate. ' 7

During’ %e electnop ,campalgn Mr.
‘Kennedy had much’ to{ Say concerning
| the inactivity 'of the Eisenhower admin-
.istration in  dealing “with the Cuban
:pro'blem It seems obvious: that Mr.
' Eisenhower sanctioned the' arming of
.Cuban exiles and approved '§ eélal train-
'ing they required for guersi % arfare.
"Mr. Kennedy contmued thls, part “of the

)

| program and then' gavg - approval for

ithe actual attempt amﬂvaéion Jt ap-
i pears that the campalgn d‘mcxsm ot 'the
+ Eisenhower admmxstrg@ rf’Was baseless.
The experience of t litary action
i lends to indicate that thetraining pro-
Fgram was inadequate afid that there are
'other weaknesses This is the area on
!aphich the pi iotld’ center their
“attention and Hedd to corrective
meaSures of ]
gencral militaryMprogram. -

ﬁ'mlssmn that-

o this country’s .
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There arc so many areas of failure
involved in the operation that many
scapegoats could be unearthed. To do
, S0 accomplishes nothing. Mr. Kennedy
1s willing to assume complete responsi-
bility for what has taken place. What
he wants now is to ferret out the weak-
nesses and thus establish a form of in-

. surance against similar failures in the

! future,
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